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Investment Signal Summary
Research for New Zealand Health Delivery

sustainability of health care and disability support 
services; 

•	 The productivity, efficiency, planning, management, 
organisation, financing, purchasing, delivery and design 
of health care and disability support services;

•	 Research on models of care that provide continuity for 
consumers and better integrate primary, community 
and social care;

•	 Innovation in the management of health and disability 
care and improvement in service delivery;

•	 Experimental development that directly relates to health 
and disability services or systems; 

•	 Research on the information and evidence needs of 
consumers and health service providers; 

•	 Practice-oriented research that enhances clinical decision 
making (e.g. risk management, screening, diagnostics, 
treatments etc.); 

•	 Non-commercial applications of pharmaceuticals 
approved for use in New Zealand; 

•	 Patient centered care and self-care; 
•	 End-user and cultural perspectives on health and 

disability service delivery; 
•	 Research that addresses current health and disability 

systems and services challenges, e.g. workforce issues, 
barriers to adoption etc; 

•	 Evaluations that are independent, have a research focus, 
are not part of routine operational practice, and have the 
potential to make a tangible contribution to health gain 
or benefit by informing health care, service provision or 
health systems;

•	 Research that aims to promote access to successful 
interventions;

•	 Policy research that has a direct impact on, or application 
to, health and disability services, systems or practice; 
and 

•	 The adaption and application of international research 
findings that are directly relevant to improving health 
and disability service delivery.

Clinical trials of new or existing interventions (such as new 
treatment regimens, technologies, diagnostic aids, and 
information management systems) are not within scope 
of the Investment Signal, unless they meet the following 
criteria:

1.	 Provide sufficient evidence of effectiveness for health 
sector decision making;

2.	 Demonstrate end-user involvement for uptake of findings;

3.	 Have a well defined tangible or applicable outcome that 
is likely to change practice in the short-to-medium term; 
and

4.	 Are undertaken in New Zealand for the health benefit of 
the New Zealand population.

Important considerations for applicants are outlined 
below.

Applicants need to make explicit:

•	 How their research proposal fits within the scope of the 
Investment Signal.

•	 Why the research topic is of importance and its relevance 
for end-users.

•	 What outcomes the research is seeking to achieve and 
how these will contribute to the purpose identified in 
the Investment Signal.

The research project needs to demonstrate:

•	 The intent and potential for improvement and the 
potential health, health service or health system benefit 
that is likely to result.

•	 The appropriateness, soundness and rigor of the study 
methodology and design.

•	 The potential for knowledge transfer and the processes 
or steps in place that will support uptake of the research 
findings.

•	 Strong collaborative and strategic alliances which will 
maximise the utility of the research outcomes.

•	 Clear service-user, clinical, health provider, support 
worker, community or population involvement/
partnership from the outset of the research.

•	 Meaningful consideration of health equity issues and 
the specific health needs of Maori and Pacific peoples 
within the context of the research topic.

•	 A multidisciplinary approach and/or the right team 
or mix of expertise needed for the research to achieve 
potential and stated outcomes.

•	 An appropriate dissemination plan outlining how 
findings will be fed back to interested parties and how 
dissemination strategies will be tailored to meet the 
needs of diverse stakeholders.

For more information and to view the full ‘Research for 
New Zealand Health Delivery Investment Signal 2009/10’, 
please visit the HRC website: www.hrc.govt.nz.
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